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merely indifferent or lukewarm. Many of those
who vaguely wished for a change did not know how
to set about realizing their desires. The few men
who really worked to stimulate a quicker economic
life about 1880 had a thankless and apparently a
hopeless task.

Yet one must be careful not to write of the
South as if it were a single country, inhabited by
a homogeneous people. Historians and publicists
have spoken, and continue to speak, of "Southern
opinion " and of the " Southern attitude " as if these
could be definitely weighed and measured. No one
who really knows the whole South could be guilty
of such a mistake. The first difficulty is to deter-
mine the limits of the South. The census classifi-
cation of States is open to objection. Delaware,
Maryland, and West Virginia are included in the
South, and so is Kentucky. Missouri is excluded,
but a place is made for the new State of Oklahoma.
As to Delaware and Maryland, there may be a dif-
ference of opinion, though it is difficult to justify the
inclusion of the former. West Virginia is certainly
not Southern, socially, politically, or economi-
cally. Kentucky is doubtful, and it is difficult to
see why Missouri should be excluded from any list
which includes Kentucky. Oklahoma is difficult